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when spraying hard-to-wet foliage such as
that of conifers, broadleaf evergreens, box-
wood, and roses. A few commercial
spreader-stickers available for tank mixing in-
clude Biofilm Spreader-Sticker, Chevron
Spray Sticker, Citowatt, and Nu-Film P and
17. Commercial spreaders include Chevron
Spreader, Multifilm L, Ortho X-77, Pinolene,
Sure Spred, Surfactant II, and Triton B-1956.

The fungicide label usually indicates any
restrictions in selection of compatible sur-
factants. Use these commercial preparations

according to label directions. The addition of
excess wetting or spreading agent may
cause excess runoff and result in a poor
spray deposit.

4. Winter drying (leaf scorch) of broadleaf ever-
greens (e.g. magnolia, rhododendron, etc.)
can often be prevented by applying an an-
tidesiccant such as Folicote, Foli-Guard,
Vapor Guard, or Wilt Pruf NCF, according to
label directions. Apply to the upper surfaces
of leaves in late November or early Decem-
ber and repeat again in mid-winter.
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Noise is perhaps mankind's most widespread social irritant, and also the most insiduous. Ever since
the days when Julius Caesar banned chariots from the streets of Rome at night, man has attempted to
control noise. Suburban noise, resulting from increased vehicular traffic has been a major concern of
highway engineers and property owners who live adjacent to main thoroughfares. Researchers
measuring sound levels at 48 locations in Buffalo, New York have found some suburban areas to be
almost as noisy as downtown locations during the rush-hour. Individual attempts have often been made
to control this noise, with some success, but the process has been rather haphazard, and more
concerted efforts are needed. It has been known for many years that plant materials have some ability to
absorb, and diffuse sound, thereby reducing noise levels; also solid barriers of earth concrete or wood
are known to reduce noise transmission, when properly placed. Experiments by the authors in 1972,
using combinations of belts of tall trees and earthen dykes or land firms, gave indications that the
loudness of sounds could be reduced by half over distances from 45 to 140 meters when a barrier
consisting of trees and land form was interposed between the noise source and receiver. More recently
experiments in residential areas of the city in 1975 have shown that significant reductions are possible
by the proper use of plant materials and barriers, and in many cases the devices used may be both
attractive and relatively inexpensive.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. To reduce noise from suburban automobiles and light trucks to an acceptable level where the resi-

dence is at least 25 meters from the centerline of the roadway, plant one or two continuous rows of
dense shrubs as close to the curb as possible, and one or two continuous rows of dense trees behind
the shrubs. One or both plantings should be of evergreens for year-round protection.

2. Where immediate relief from traffic noise is desired, erect an earthen dike, masonry wall, or solid
wooden fence. The height should be sufficient to screen the noise source from view at the location to be
protected. Landscaping should be included to provide additional protection, when the trees become
larger, and to decrease the reflection from the hard wall surface back across the street.

3. Where the residence is less than about 20 meters from the centerline of the roadway, both trees
and a solid barrier are necessary, as in recommendations 1 and 2.




