
38 Ware: Tree Growth in Alkaline Soil

Figure 4. The limestone mulch surrounding a red maple
(Acer rubrum) will slowly alkalinize the soil, creating condi-
tions unfavorable to the root system of the maple.

places and proper selection of trees (calciphytes)
are definite near-term possibilities for improve-
ment of urban landscapes. For example, in
downtown areas greater use of large planter
boxes (Fig. 3) would permit utilization of non-
alkaline soil and the use of groups of appropriate
woody calciphytes. Finding, selecting, and
development of additional trees tolerant of soil
alkalinity are urgent needs for improvement of ur-
ban landscapes.

An overall perspective for handling urban tree
problems is presented by Tattar (9), in which he
uses the "natural forest" ecosystem as an ideal
model. He notes that the natural processes of
forest trees are largely ignored in many urban tree
situations (Fig. 4). His list of things that work
toward a forest-like environment includes: use of
mulches, avoidance of soil alkalinity and salinity,
protection of trees from bark damage, and better

use of fertilizer. His view is that environmental ex-
tremes and people-pressures must be moderated.
He adds that an important consideration is the
selection and development of urban trees that can
tolerate urban stresses.
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Abstract
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Honeylocust has become an increasingly popular shade tree. Honeylocust has had a reputation as a
relatively "pest-free" tree. Unfortunately, numerous insect and mite problems, as well as various canker
fungi, have become increasingly important on honeylocusts as the tree has grown in landscape popularity.
Insects and mites that plague honeylocust include mimosa webworm, honeylocust plant bug, honeylocust
podgall midge, leafhopper, treehopper, honeylocust spider mite, eriophyid (rust) mites, cottony maple
scale, blister beetle and honeylocust borer.


