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members feel that as an educational and scientific
research society, we should not initiate political
involvement of our Society for regulation of our
industry. We do not need government to increase
our costs and to tell us how to do our jobs.

The public is uneducated in tree care and is
unable to appreciate good work. Certification
gives status and recognition to arborists. Certifica-
tion will help give definition to our field of arbori-
culture in the business world.

Many associations offer credentialing programs
that certify individuals who have been tested for

proficiency. Association credentialing enables the
public, business, and government to distinguish
those who have attained a certain level of com-
petence from those who have not.

Certification provides prestige and credability.
Although this program will not erradicate poor tree
work, I support its efforts to upgrade the status of
our profession.

Arborist
Horti-Care Corporation
San Antonio, Texas
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There are many shade trees that adapt well as street trees, but some are rarely used. There are four im-
portant criteria for selecting street trees: 1) no species should comprise more than 5 percent of the city's
tree population, 2) the backbone of any good street tree program is native trees, 3) trees chosen should
adapt well to extremes, such as low oxygen or wet soils, and 4) there is no such thing as a bad or weed
tree. Remember, street trees grow in disturbed, harsh conditions. Many great urban centers were
developed along rivers or bodies of water, and the prevailing soils are often heavy clay and low in oxygen.
Furthermore, as population density increases, the trees are subjected to additional stresses.

HAMILTON, W.D. 1984. Sidewalk/curb-breaking tree roots. I. Why tree roots cause pavement
problems. Arboricultural Journal 8: 37-44.

Landscape trees are commonly planted in the narrow strip between the curb and sidewalk. Frequently
soil is compacted when curbs and sidewalks are installed. Turf and other frequently irrigated plants are
also a usual part of the installation; all of which appears to favor surface rooting of the street tree. Problems
of breaking sidewalk and curbs due to the proximity of tree roots is a common occurrence, especially in
the close confines of urban settings. Half of the claims against a city can be from root-caused problems.
The time for the problem to occur and reoccur can be short. One survey in the San Francisco area in-
dicates ten trees, which are most often cited as root-problem trees. Where roots originate, how and where
they develop, and why they grow in the proximity of pavement, are discussed.


