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ABSTRACTS

GREY, G.W. 1984. Painless shrub pruning. Am. Forests 90(5): 13-16.

There are nine things you need to know before you prune: 1) what it is, 2) the difference between prun-
ing and shearing, 3) why you want to prune it, 4) what nature intends it to look like, 5) when it leafs,
blooms, and fruits, 6) when to prune it, 7) how it will respond to pruning, 8) how to prune, and 9) when to
remove it.

SHIGO, A.L. 1984. Tree decay and pruning. Arboricultural Journal 8: 1-12.

The major aims of pruning for amenity trees have been to control growth and maintain desired shapes. It
is possible to prune in such a way that no more decay will develop than develops normally when branches
are shed. Proper pruning techniques will come from a better understanding of trees. Trees repond to in-
juries and infections by setting boundaries to resist the spread of microorganisms. The boundaries also
resist the spread of microorganisms from dying branches into the joining stem. Pruning cuts should not be
made behind the branch bark ridge. Such cuts remove the protective boundaries, allowing microorganisms
to spread rapidly into the system. When branches are pruned properly, there is no need for wound dress-
ings. When branches are pruned improperly, no amount or type of wound dressing will help.


