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the frequency of watering and the level of
fertilizers should be reduced. Maintenance
programs during the first years of growth can
greatly help to decrease the sensitivity of the
plants to security lighting, as well as to heat,
cold, drought, air pollution, and salt injury.
However, the majority of plants brought into
urban areas die, because there is no mainten-
ance following their installation into the
landscape.

The Ornamentals Laboratory plans to con-
tinue research in its greenhouses and in cooper-
ative projects with urban planners and horticul-
turists.
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ABSTRACT
Payne,B. R. 1974. The twenty-nine tree home improvement plan. Nature History 82(9): 74-75
The economic importance of trees near homes is often overlooked. When decisions affecting land

use and value are made, there is a tendency to place much greater weight on measurable dollar costs
than on so-called intangible factors such as trees. The value of such trees has to be measured by their
contribution to property values. To do this, a research team from the United States Forest Service
selected land suitable for building and constructed a scale model of it. After photographing both the
actual site and the scale model, they "planted" varying numbers of trees on the model and
rephotographed it. The photographs were shown to real-estate appraisers. On the average, the
results showed that trees contributed as much as 27 percent of the appraised land value. A related
study of lots and houses was conducted with real-estate appraisers and homeowners. The results
showed that trees contributed 7 percent to the value of the average property and as much as 15
percent to some lots.
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